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 Washington --  U.S. Representative John Olver (D-1st District)                and Senators Kennedy and Kerry worked together to secure $300,000                in the FY Š00 Agriculture and Rural Development Appropriations bill                for the Safe Seafood Project at the University of Massachusetts                in Amherst. The legislation was passed by the House today. Following                the Senate vote next week President Clinton is expected to sign                the bill into law.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Appropriation Committee                and included the earmark in the House FY Š00 Agriculture Appropriations                bill.              

œA dollar spent today on the science and research behind food safety                is a valuable investment and could save thousands of dollars in                inspection costs down the road,” Olver said.              

The Safe Seafood Project plans to combine food microbiology, chemistry                and computer models into a research system that will examine issues                of seafood safety.              

œIn addition to making seafood safer, ultimately this research                will be available to assist government agencies in developing and                evaluating science-based standards pertaining to seafood products,”                said Olver.              

Senator Kennedy said, œIt°s great to have UMass behind this important                research in maintaining the safety of the nation's seafood supply.                 With the past outbreaks of food-borne illness, we need to insure                that we are doing all we can to increase the public's confidence                in our food supply."              

 œUMass continues to be a leader in innovative research that                produces enormous benefits for Massachusetts and the nation,” said                Kerry. œThis research program will protect consumers and safeguard                the seafood industry that is so important to the Massachusetts economy.                I commend Congressman Olver for his leadership in fighting for this                critical program.”             
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